THE  REVOLUTION

the mood of exalted sensibility and humanity that had marked
the preceding years,

JTHE REVOLUTIONARY 'DAYS*

The Revolution took place through a transference of power from
the Government to the Assembly and was carried out in the form
of revolutionary journees (days), which the Goverment, for lack
either of will or of strength, failed to prevent.

1.  The first of these 'days' was the 'Oath of the Tennis-court',
taken on June 20 by the deputies of the Third Estate who had
illegally formed themselves into a National Assembly.   They
swore not to separate till France had received a constitution-
a revolutionary act contrary to the king's right of dissolving the
Assembly. After a show of resistance Louis XVI yielded, and by
his order the nobles and clergy were fused with the 'National
Assembly5, The court persuaded the king to dismiss Necker and
summon troops to the neighbourhood of Paris.

2.  This led to the second 'day'. On July I4th the people of Paris
retaliated by storming the royal fortress of the Bastille, which it
promptly demolished.  The capture of the Bastille appeared to
symbolize the fall of the old order. It had unforseen consequences.
With a view to maintaining order, the bourgeois improvised a
National Guard, formed of armed inhabitants, which adopted as
its colours blue, white, and red, soon to become the emblem of the
French nation. A municipal body of prominent citizens was hastily
set up and entrusted with the exercise of authority in the town,
The example of Paris was followed by all the towns in France.

3.  The fear of looting by 'brigands' led to a panic, known as
*the great fear3 (la grande peur), which started from Paris and
spread through a large part of France 'like an electrical shock5,
The peasants, who had armed themselves and gathered together
to ward off imaginary brigands or invaders, turned against the
chateaux, and started destroying the registers in which were re-
corded the feudal dues owed to the lords. In order to check this
agitation, the nobles in the Assembly proposed to renounce their
rights in return for compensation. The Assembly, in an outburst
of enthusiasm, further decided to abolish 'all the privileges and
special rights of the provinces and towns' as well, This was the
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